Black Otter Lake Survey Results

Q1:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4:

Q5:

How many times per year do you or your family use the lake for the following purposes?

None 1to?2 3to5 6 to 10 11 plus
Fishing, Open Water (n=138) 38% 9% 17% 7% 28%
Fishing, Ice (n=136) 54% 9% 18% 7% 12%
Pleasure Boating (n=134) 72% 8% 4% 3% 13%
Canoeing, Kayaking (n=137) 78% 7% 4% 6% 4%
Swimming (n=134) 93% 2% 2% 1% 2%
Bird Watching (n=135) 44% 10% 9% 9% 29%
Scenic Viewing (n=134) 25% 11% 11% 10% 43%

Response
Percent
Strongly Agree 80%
Somewhat Agree 10%
Neutral 4%
Somewhat Disagree 1%
Strongly Disagree 4%

How would you rate the quality of fishing in the lake? (n=107)

How much do you agree/disagree with the statement: the lake is a valuable asset to the village,
watershed and county. (n=136)

Excellent Good OK Poor Very Poor
Number of Fish Caught 14% 40% 30% 14% 2%
Size of Fish caught 5% 22% 40% 25% 7%
Diversity of fish species 3% 23% 55% 17% 3%

Has the amount of aquatic ilants ever interfered with you use/enjoyment of the lake? (n=128)

Response

Percent
Never 10%
Rarely 11%
Occasionally 16%
Often 34%
Almost Always 28%
How satisifed are you with the following aspects of the Black Otter Lake District?

Very Somewhat Somewhat

Satisfied | Satisfied | Neutral |Dissatisfied|Dissatisfied
Communication (n=132) 26% 20% 28% 19% 7%
Previous Decisions (n=131) 15% 22% 42% 10% 11%
Leadership (n=130) 28% 17% 41% 7% 8%




Q6:

Q7:

A drawdown of Black Otter Lake is being considered for the upcoming fall, winter and spring with the
goals of controlling non-native plant species and improving water-quality, fishing, and recreational
opportunities. At this time, how much do you approve or disapprove of the idea? (n=137)

Response
Percent

Strongly Approve 35%
Somewhat Approve 25%
Somewhat Disapprove 7%
Strongly Disapprove 12%
Don't Know 7%
Need More Information 14%

If you answered "Don't Know" or "Need More Information” please explain why you answered this way.
n=46

There is no difinitive proof that a drawdown will work long term. We need to take total control of what enters the
lake. This is the challenge. | feel a drawdown is a short term band aid.

I dont believe that just drianing it will help.I think digging it deeper would be more effective.

Will fish habitat and numbers be affected? If your drawing back water and the lake is presently 60 acres, how many
acres will the lake be after the drawback. How much water depth will this drawback be?

I don't know why the drawdawn is considered instead of weed cutting. | don't know the pros and cons of each.
The fish are really starting to develop in the lake and won't a drawdown kill the fish?

Does drawdown mean drain? This did not work out so good last time you drained and dredged. The fishing took
way too long to come back.

What does a drawdown do (besides controlling plant species)? What are the pros and cons to doing this? What are
the cost implications involved? How will this affect taxes, if at all? Who will restock the lake with fish if needed? ..at
what cost? How long will it take the lake to refill? Are there other alternatives to controlling the non-native plant
species? If so, what will those options do to the quality of the lake in all aspects?

the last time we did this we lost many sizable fish. before the deadging last time (when i was a kid) a 42"to 48"
northern was cool. But now if you can find them the most u can get is 28" to 32" if you are lucky

I use to live on a lake that the DNr drew down to control the weeds and also in an attempt to control rough fish
population. While there waws some weed control eventually, the quality of fishing did not improve and the over
quality of the lake did not improve. I'm sure you are carefully researching this plan before implementing it. |1 hope it
works.

Concerns over the fish and wildlife that call the lake home.

Tried many times with no lasting results. Fishing is good now then you have to start all over again which takes
time(headwaters need more attention!!

Been there - Done this. What good did it do? Lake will always weed up because of watershed. Not enough springs to
maintain water.

I am not educated in all the different ways to control weed growth.

I am clueless about the lake. | trust those in charge are doing the best thing for the lake.

Why don't you pull the plug & develop the 72 acres of land.

How will compaction of bottom sediment be affected? What species will be controlled? Where does Black Otter Lake
come from?

Is there a better way to control weeds without Killing the fish? What would the short/long term impacts be to the
current fish populaion?

Will it help?

Need more info - should wait until it's ready to freeze.

What's the problem with the filter ponds? Are they ever cleaned out?

Don't use it so some questions didn't apply sometimes the smell is bad.

We have lived here 3 years & this is the first communication we have ever received. We would like to see the lake
cared for & a benefit for the community and residents on the lake.




I don't use the lake but | would like it maintained & or improved.

Call 779-xxxx - Ask for Dick

I believe not only a drawdown but a complete kill of weeds & fish would be valuable to the future of the lake. Along
with proper restocking choices!!

Cost to do this would be a big factor.

How is the draw down going to affect the ecosystem of the lake in years to come?

A. What will this drawdown cost me $ in total?
B. Why will this project suceed while previous ones did not?

This is a backshed from run-off water from the farmer's fields which is loaded with fertilizer & chemicals. How does
drawing down the lake solve this issue? The last time something was done (dredging the lake) it only made the lake
worse. The weeds & algae came back even thicker.

I remember what it cost and what happened the last time it was drained - NOTHING.

Just Do It!!

Don't fish - Don't use the lake for boating or fishing.

What will it cost? What chance is there that it will be effective?

Ther is more to it then | can comprehend.

Don't bank too much on DNR grants( Due to lack of funds). Last year some grants were not fulfilled.

Don't know if it'll result in what is planned - Disruptive!

Used to swim

Need to make the channel deeper. What about runoff?

Not sure if it will work.

I thought they did this once before unsuccessfully.

How will this affect water sources that overflow/drain into Black Otter? How will this affect my taxes?

Communication needs to be better - Meeting times, etc. better publicized. Community open hearing for a question/
answer session. Any discussion on planting natives on lakeshore areas.

Taxes?

Please consult a limnologist for advice on the lake.

Lakes are a great way to absorb carbon.

I love the lake and | am only 13 years old.

The lake was dredged in 80's with poor results, DNR plan was inadequate/incomplete. Village residents had to pay a
lake assessment, for what? Weeds came back worse than previously. Need better plan this time and the lake will be a
great asset to the community.







